The others in this test...

SeeMore M1 ©199

Zach Johnaon and Payne Stewart have won
Majors using SeeMose putters, so ther's no
doubting their quakty, But this divided our tlest
team, prompting us 1o dub it the Marmite
putter: some paople will love it, while others
will hate it. The alignment system uses a red
dot on the heel, which you covar with the
ghaft: do this and you are comectly aligned.
But we spent so much time setting the putter
up, wit forgotl about pace and hne. If the theory
works for you, thes is a necely made putter

Benross VMC 5V2 24999
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Vanable weasghts allow you to tailor this to
personal preferance or different green speeds.
The alignment system is something we've sean
a lot before, and it is reliable. But at nearly £70
the VM is up against stiff competition from
inganious, gréal-looking putters that cost lass.
Parformance-wise this is solid without being
axceptional (apart from the swperb Winn gnip).
Maybe this is more of a purchase for Benross
fansg, rather than a must-have piece of kit for
those seeking superb value for money.

Heavy Putter A3-M ©149

The extremely heavy, chunky A3-M means
hitting putts grves the sensation of knocking in
a nail with a sledge hammes. But it's a design
that makes sense, particularly if your putting is
in the deldrums. The heavier waight means
the body's larger muscles are used to control
and swing the putter, which helps to eliminate
wriaty pokes at the hole. We loved ramming
putts into the centre of the hole from eight to
1011, but lagging putts from longer range
provesd tricky to control.

Cobra Optica SL-06 ©1:2

I'G rating: *i&

Our pro tester picked thes up and laughed at
its frying pan-sized head. Then he holed gix
consecutive putts from 18ft. The Oplica can't
ke described as a thing of beauty, but it can
help golfers to hole putts. The wide, stable
head has glow-in-the dark alignment dots that
peoint thee wiay clearly to the hobe, provding you
dion't bet the head fall shut ike it wants too. Wa
dion't lke the centra shaft, but that's a personal
preference, and doesn't clowd our conclusion
that there are better putters avaiable for less,

Tad Moore Hotblade ‘The Rudder' £79.99 [
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Thi Ruddar is the epitome of a simpe,
unfussy, easy alignmant puttar. The milled,
T-shaped head and centre shaft mean
everything is right behind the ball, making
alignmant as simple as setling up a T-square
on a drawing board &t school, If you e
putting as a game of straight bnes = as
those who have a straight back-and-through
glroka aften do = the Rudder could be a
good option. Failing this, it is a pretty
ordinary design,

MacGregor Response Face Off ©1295%
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A massve-hoaded remake of the puller Jack
Micklvus favourad, Extra rear weight increases
MO {resistance 1o twisting on off-contre hits)
and interchangoeable faces allow the club to
be tadlored to personal preference or the
spood of greens. The thing we like best,
though, 18 ita ‘distance comactive tachnalogy’,
which helps o ensura long putts reach tha
hale even if they are hit of-centre. Very
imprassive, but the big head may not find fans
across the board.

MD Golf Rio 7999

Tha Rio comes with two different faces
tucked mto its headcover, which allows feal to
be tasored to your liking or the speed of
greens, But in our opinion the Rio dosan’t
quite deliver when it comes 10 performance.
Tha narrow face and unususl body shape
didn't inspire confidence when taking the
putter away, and just felt unstable. Anything
other than a sobdly grooved siroke, and the
puttar waved around in a moton resemibling
the stirring of tea.

MD Golf Players Stardust ©4999
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If toe-and-heel weighted putters ane your
thing, you must take a close look at the
Stardust. This baby is an absolute steal. Seen
from maore than 10 yards, mast golfers would
think it's a classic Scotty Cameron. t's also a
strong all-rounder that feels soft and =ilky, and
rodls putis smoothly off the face, The classy
satin finish means it won't glare just a8 you ane
addressing a match-winning putt. We reckon
you will not find a better looking putter for

less monaoy.

Odyssey Black Series ©189

We've never had a tougher dacision than
deciding whether or nof the Odyssey Black
should have finished on the TG podium. R is a
greal looking club, and as close as golf clubs
will ever come to being art. We danced
around the green Bke awe-struck kids, hitting
this beautiful putter. But once we'd done the
dead, wa reaksad it was no betier than many
other top puttera. It lacked a bit of feel whean
compared to the opposition, But you can't
argue agains! how good this looks,

Never Compromise GM2 Exchange 3 ©159 ’
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An unconvenbional design whose wings
divided our test team. Thay locate waight in
the rear of the head, halping io keap it stable.
This, in turn, helps you to rock your shoulders
and sweep pulls away confidently, All the
lines of the head have been designed to point
towsards the hobe, 80 ssttng up 1o hit putls on
a parbcular ling is a doddle, Although our test
pro appreciated the club’s benallis, he
wasn't keen on the design. But we'd say
this is still well worth a try. RS g
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